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Concept

• Work directly with 
producers

• Monitor and record 
all production 
practices

• Compare practices 
and economics

• Extend findings 



Why Survey?

• Producer feedback

• Accurate 
comparisons for 
research

• Identify issues to 
further study

• Provide 
recommendations
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Irrigated wheat 
average:
1992-48 bu/acre
2018: 80 bu/acre

Irrigated Durum 
average:
1992- 63 bu/acre
2018- 90 bu/acre







The Survey

• Production practices 

• Weekly moisture check/AIMM graph

• Provincial disease survey

• Economics

• Feedback from producers 
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From 2019 Canola Survey



From 2019 Canola Survey



Excess Moisture

• Restricted root growth (insufficient soil air) 

• Promotion of crop disease (moist conditions) 

• Lodging (excess biomass production) 

Environmental/Economic issues 

• Wasted water (runoff, evaporation, drainage) 

• Nutrient loss 

• Unnecessary cost (water, energy) 

• Public perception







Scouting



Producer Feedback

2019 Successes:

• Disc + rotary harrow for weed control 

• More frequent, light irrigation in spring

• Switching harvest methods from straight cut 
to swath



Producer Feedback

2019 Challenges:

• Challenges of heavy rain events

• Blackleg pressure + hail

• Risks of straight cutting canola 

• Fungicide not always applied 



Yielding 75+ BU/AC

• 5 fields in 2019

• Average Total N 240 lbs/acre

• 4/5 where swathed

• P205 67 lbs/acre

• L233 most common variety 



Updating Publications 

Yield (BU/AC) Net return ($/acre)

Average 55 95

Target 65 211

2019 Observed Average 69 257

Update for 2020 Economics and Agronomics:
Average: 60, Target: 70



ICDC YouTube




